Static Roots Festival 2026

PRESS RELEASE
Oberhausen, 6 June 2026

Static Roots Festival 2026: 10 Years Chasing the Shiver

Dear AmericanaUK team,

Static Roots has always had a friend in AmericanaUK. Your writers have travelled to Oberhausen year after
year, sat in the front rows, taken our small festival seriously, and given us the kind of attentive,
knowledgeable coverage that means the most. As we head into our tenth anniversary, this note is to share

where the festival stands one month before the gates open - and to invite you to come back.

Germany's only festival dedicated to Americana and Roots Music celebrates its 10th anniversary
edition on 10-11 July 2026 at Zentrum Altenberg in Oberhausen. Twelve artists on stage, six of

whom have their own story with the festival. Over 70 percent of tickets are already sold.

What began in 2016 as a curated love letter to Americana, Folk and Roots Music has grown into a fixture of
the European festival calendar - compact, intimate, with a clear curatorial signature. In its very first year,
Static Roots was voted by readers of LonesomeHighway.com as one of the three best Americana festivals in
the world, alongside AmericanaFest Nashville and Kilkenny Roots Festival. The festival has made its home at
Zentrum Altenberg, a former industrial complex in the heart of the Ruhrgebiet, since day one. The

anniversary edition returns there.

The motto of the edition is "Chasing the shiver since 2016". It describes the moment that has always been at
the heart of the festival: that shiver that runs down your spine when a song hits just the right note at just the
right time. The lineup gives the motto a programmatic shape through the idea of Coming Home: six of the
twelve invited artists have already shaped the festival or its concert series Static Roots Presents, and return
to Oberhausen in 2026. They are Leeroy Stagger (who opened the very first Static Roots in 2016), Joana
Serrat (whose current band came together at the 2019 edition), Vandoliers (whose post-pandemic 2022 set
is remembered as the moment the festival came back to life), as well as Jerry Joseph & The Dimpker
Brothers, Jesper Lindell and Silver Lining, who all left a mark on the Static Roots Presents series between
2021 and 2024.
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First-time guests in Oberhausen are Ben de la Cour, Irish Mythen, Emily Nenni, Julianna Riolino, Kirsten
Adamson & The Tanagers and The Dreaming Spires. Irish Mythen takes this year's Willie Meighan Slot - a

curatorial nod to the late driving force behind Kilkenny Roots Festival and longtime friend of Static Roots.

RECENT PRESS

In addition to your own coverage of the festival across the past several editions, here is a small selection of

what international colleagues have written about the 2026 edition and Static Roots in general:

"Sometimes surprised, never let down."
Nick West - Bucketfull of Brains, Festival Preview 2026

"Zehn Jahre dem wohligen Schauer auf der Spur."
(Ten years on the trail of the spine-tingling shudder.)
folker - Online feature, 22 May 2026

"The best 'little' festival in Europe came up trumps once more."

Declan Culliton - LonesomeHighway.com

"One of the best, in any genre, anywhere."
Nick Barber - The Rocking Magpie

"Dietmar Leibecke has created an actual slice of heaven in Oberhausen."

Chris Cacavas - US songwriter and festival artist

"Ten years of festival means above all ten years of encounters with music and people you
can't shake off. Being able to bring six longtime companions back for the anniversary is, for
me, the most beautiful way to mark this decade. Static Roots has always been a curated

invitation. In 2026 it becomes a family reunion."

Dietmar Leibecke, festival founder and curator

WELCOME NIGHT - 9 JULY, JuBB ESSEN-WERDEN
The festival weekend opens on 9 July at JuBB Essen-Werden with an album release show by The Southern
Fold for their new record "Welcome To The Valley" - released on Jukeloint500 Records, the current imprint

of Reinhard Holstein, founder of Glitterhouse Records. The Welcome Night is already sold out.

STATIC RUHR TOUR - 10 JULY, 10:30-15:15

On Festival Friday, the Static Ruhr Tour takes festival-goers into the structural transformation of the region.
Guided by the theme "What was here. What is here. What's next." The tour leaves from Oberhausen
Hauptbahnhof, travels by tram to the Neue Mitte, walks through the redeveloped former steel site, stops for
bratwurst and a 20-minute set from a festival artist at Gecko Torhaus, and returns to the main station by
15:15 - in time for the first festival set. Curated by Marion Leibecke and Robert Gerlings. Available in German

and English.
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A constant runs through all ten festival editions: since 2016, every euro from merchandise sales goes directly
to Médecins Sans Frontiéres (Doctors Without Borders), no admin fee, no percentage kept. The total raised

to date now stands at over EUR 27,500.

VISUAL IDENTITY
The visual identity of the festival has been shaped for years by Canadian graphic designer Roberta Landreth
from Winnipeg. Her posters and logo variations have long become a visual marker of Static Roots, collected

by fans and artists alike with each new edition.

FESTIVAL POSTER 2026

THE DREAMING SPIRES
EMILY NENNI

KIRSTEN ADAMSON & THE TANAGERS

FESTIVAL DETAILS

Static Roots Festival 2026 - 10 Years Chasing the Shiver

Dates: 10 and 11 July 2026

Venue: Zentrum Altenberg, Hansastrasse 20, 46049 Oberhausen, Germany
Welcome Night: 9 July 2026, JuBB Essen-Werden (sold out)

Static Ruhr Tour: 10 July 2026, 10:30-15:15 (EUR 25, DE/EN)

Ticket status: Over 70 percent sold

Tickets and info: www.staticrootsfestival.com
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We would warmly welcome you back in Oberhausen on 10 and 11 July - accreditation, backstage access and
on-site introductions are available on request. If a preview, interview or feature is of interest, just let us know

what works best and we will make it happen.

Peace, love, rock'n'roll,

Dietmar Leibecke

PRESS CONTACT

Dietmar Leibecke

Static Roots Festival
press@staticrootsfestival.com
+49 172 6410127
www.staticrootsfestival.com
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